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South Africa: New Finance Minister Encourages 
Domestic Savings 


MB1504113396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1107 GMT 1S Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text! PRETORIA April 15 SAPA — 
It was imperative for domestic savings to rise if South 
Africa was to achieve a six percent annual economic 
growth rate, Finance Minister Trevor Manuel said on 
Monday [15 April]. 


This would, among other things, require real positive 
interest rate policies, he told the SA [South Africa] In- 
ternational Development Forum in Pretoria. The conter- 
ence on international financial aid is being attended by 
delegates from more than 130 countries. 


In his first major speech since taking over as finance 
minister, Manuel said an annual growth rate of six per- 
cent a year was needed to contain the country’s un- 
employment problem. “This would require meaningful 
increases in the domestic savings and investment pat- 
terns in South Africa,” he sad. 


To attain this, real positive interest rate policies were 
necessary, as were higher income levels and a rise in the 
number of people earning an income. To this end, the 
total restructuring of public sector finances was critical, 
Manuel said. ‘In this context, | would like to note that 
the opening up of the economy will have direct impact 
on public sector financing as restrictions on capital 
inflows and outflows are removed. 


“The ability of government and the public sector to 
attract oan finsncing at good rates will depend on 
their record of ivanaging the funds and on their overall 
management of the economy. 


Reaffirming the government's commitment to fiscal 
discipline, Manuel said the financing of the entire public 
sector was being transformed. 


Turning to macro-economic policy, he said the inter- 
nationalisation of the South African economy was in- 
evitable. “The opening up of the economy ts an impera- 
tive not only for our own national interest but also, and 
very critically, from the perspective of our neighbounng 
States. 


The role of macro policy would be to combine monetary 
and fiscal policies. “On the one hand, fundamental 
changes to the structure of the economy have to be 
undertaken with the full knowledge that their positive 
impacts will take some years to materialise. 


“On the other hand. the short-term macro policy must be 
able to generate resources for socio-economic delivery 
(meeting of objectives).” 
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Reducing unemployment was pivotal to success in Many 
other socio- economic objectives. “Equally important is 
the critical focus the government must place on effective 
redistribution measures Via targeted investment in socio- 
economic infrastructure,” Manuel said. 


South Africa: Finance Minister — ‘No Panic 
Decisions’ on Tumbling Rand 


MB1604175096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1723 GMT 16 Apr %6 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) PRETORIA April 16 SAPA — 
There would no panic decisions in reaction to the rand’s 
(R] plunge against the US dollar, Finance Minister 
Trevor Manuel said on Tuesday [16 April]. 


“It is imperative that we keep a cool head at times 
like these,” he told a media briefing in Pretoria. The 
government would remain committed to the gradual 
lifting of exchange controls. At the same ume it would 
take pains to convey to the international community 
that former Finance Minister Chris Liebenberg had not 
resigned under a cloud, Manuel said. 


The rand on Monday fell to an all-time low, trading at 
R4.22 to the dollar at one stage. 


Manuel said the volatility of the rand should be seen 
in broad perspective. There had been significant shifts 
in the global economic environment, with the US dollar 
stronger than it had been in a long ume. US interest rates 
were also rising. “The market 1s responding, Manuel 
said. “It is to all of those circumstances that the rand 1s 
reacting. 


Everything boiled down to cause and effect, and the 
government's response had to be in terms of the 
total configuration. Relaxing exchange controls would 
be done through careful monitoring and evaluation. 
“Panic decisions on exchange controls will not work,” 
Manuel said. Dealing with the issue also involved 
communication with the financial institutions of the 
world. 


Ma el said this would form part of his tour of financial 
Capials abroad with Liebenberg. They were to leave 
on Tuesday night and would visit at least 16 private 
banks and meet the treasuries of countries, as well as 
the World Bank. “We are not going to plead for mercy 
or understanding.” he said. “We are going as part of 
a general communication strategy. Money borrowing 
or getting short-term credit to compensate for reserves 
were also not the purpose of the tnp. 


Asked what the visit might achieve, Manuel said: “We 
have decided it will be appropriate to demonstrate a 
number of points. 


This report may contain copyrighted maternal Copying and dissemination 
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"One is that Chris Liebenberg did not leave under a 
cloud... he did not leave in a huff because he couldn't 
get his way in the cabinet.” 


Manuel said he believed the rand was still marginally 
undervalued against the US dollar, and predicted it 
would strengthen at some point. "The currency will 
find its level in a response to two things: its purchasing 
power parity and an evaluation of confidence by... the 
market." 


Manuel declined to comment on the possible effects 
of the low rand on interest rates, saying this was 
exclusively the domain of the Reserve Bank. There 
were likely to be inflationary consequences depending 
on where the rand settled, but it was too early to tell 
what the overall effect would be. 


"One has to balance that also against a significant 
improvement in export possibilities and the kind of job 
creation which might flow from that." 


Manuel said rumours about the reasons for the falling 
rand wo ild not form the basis for decisions taken on 
exchange controls. "I will insist on the right of the 
government, in consultation with the reserve bank, to 
manage policy as we evaluate the situation,” he said. “I 
will insist on the right not to be stampeded into panic 
decisions.” 


South Africa: Finance Minister Outlines Economic 
Policy 


MS1704102996 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 17 Apr 96 p4 


(Report on interview with South African Finance Min- 
ister Trevor Manuel by Roger Matthews; place and date 
not given} 

{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg — The South 
African rand again hit record lows against a strength- 
ening dollar yesterday, as Mr Trevor Manuel, the new 
finance minister, left for a five-city international tour 
during which his policies and personality will come un- 
der close scrutiny. 


The rand slipped another three cents against the dollar 
yesterday to touch R4.25, a fall of nearly 14 per cent 
since the middle of February when ill-founded rumours 
about President Nelson Mandela's health sparked the 
initial decline. 

It closed in Johannesburg marginally higher at R4.24. 


Mr Manuel, the first member of the African National 
Congress to become finance minister, said before leav- 
ing for London that macro-economic policy would be 
maintained. He was fully committed to fiscal discipline, 
the fight against inflation would continue, and there 
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would be no sudden removal of foreign exchange con- 
trols. 


"In due course, the remaining exchange control mea- 
sures will be steadily removed. The timing and sequence 
will be worked out by the department of finance and the 
Reserve Bank," he said. “There will not be a big bang. 


Mr Manuel played down the significance of an ANC 
politician taking over the finance ministry trom Mr 
Chris Liebenberg, a banker who had no political at- 
tachment. But he acknowledged this could be a factor 
influencing the markets. 


"The question I cannot answer is whether it is nervous- 
ness about me, whether it’s nervousness about a possi- 
ble shift in fundamentals, whether it is a perception that 
the currency may have been overvalued, or whether it 
is mix of all these,” he said. “That is something | shall 
have to work out. 


"But what I am trying to do is set policies that will 
[bring] all serious people to appreciate the serous 
opportunities that exist in South Africa.” 


The government's basic objective of “a better life for 
all" would not be achieved “by reckless populism,” he 
said. Nor would it be achieved by creating a situation 
of “every man for himself’, or by expecting the markets 
to resolve the serious structural deficiencies in the 
economy. 


"So, for me, it is about learning how to play hopscotch in 
a minefield. It is about understanding the opportunities 
and the restraints, and about having sufficient humility 
to take sound advice,” he said. 


The advice would come from within his own depart- 
ment, from the Reserve Bank, and from the private sec- 
tor. “It is vital that there should be interaction with the 
private sector and perhaps to formalise those arrange- 
ments,” he said. "You have to take sound advice to reach 
correct decisions. But you also have to err on the side 
of caution, to avoid making decisions which could jeop- 
ardise democracy.” 


Mr Manuel also has no doubts about the importance 
of the markets. “The South African economy ts not 
very malleable. And we are dealing with a world where 
Capital markets can be a more important indicator of 
an economy's health — albeit responding to signals 
that not too many people will understand — than 
parliaments,” he said. “Globalisation, capital flows. and 
the volatility this can create, especially in emerging 
markets, are things that you ignore at your peril. 


Mr Manuel will be accompanied by Mr Liehenberg on 
his 10-day trip which will include Frankfurt, Zunch, 
New York and Washington. 


This report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 
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South Africa: MK To Chair Integration of SADF 
Into New Armed Forces 


MB1 704073896 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
16 Apr 96 pill 


[Report by Norman Chandler] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of 
the Nation} (MK), the former armed wing of the ANC 
which was engaged in fighting South African security 
forces for more than 30 years, has been given the job 
of overseeing the integration of the old South African 
Detence Force (SADF) into the new South African 
National Defence Force. The process began on April 
1 and is expected to end in December. 


The two organisations, as well as APLA [Azanian 
People’s Liberation Army], the armed wing of the PAC 
{Pan-Atricanist Congress], have been disbanded in the 
interests of establishing an integrated defence force. The 
former SADF and the former South African Police (now 
known as the SA Police Service) were at the forefront of 
engaging MK and APLA prior to and during the years 
of “total onslaught” launched by the former National 
Party governments. 


Supervision of the integration process 1s under the aegis 
of a ‘verification committee” under “the chairmanship 
of MK", according to an official military document, and 
including former APLA members and representatives 
of the British military training team (BMatt) which has 
heen helping with the overall integration project. 


BMatt has now also been contracted in terms of an 
agreement between the South African and British gov- 
ernments to monitor the demobilisation and rational- 
isation process which follows on the integration pro- 
gramme. 


The first step in the “transfer” of former SADF members 
to the SANDF 1s taking the form of an audit of personal 
files of all personnel. One of the tasks of the committee 
is to determine whether or not officers deserve the 
rank they now hold, and whether any of the other 
personne! are eligible for bridging training, a process 
already undergone by thousands of former MK and 
APLA members over the past two years. 


As is the case with the other two organisations, all ex- 
SADF personne! are regarded as “temporary staff’ unul 
formally placed by military boards. It 1s expected that, as 
with some MK cadres who did not qualify for bridging 
traming or were found unsuitable for service with 
the SANDF, the ex-SADF personnel will be offered 
demobilisation as part of the rationalisation process 
which ts to end in 1999 and result in the down-sizing of 
the defence force to about 70,000 from its current level, 
now standing at about 121,000. Originally this latter 
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figure was 131,000 but the SANDF says that “natural 
attnuon” brought about through resignations, deaths and 
for other reasons has already accounted for about 10,000 


people. 


Soldiers who fought for APLA are not eligible for 
demobilisation in terms of the Intenm Constituuon 
but this may be altered when the new Constitution is 
adopted next month. 


“This stage (that of the SADP) in the integration process 
was left until last as members were already in uniform 
had been trained according to the agreed standards and 
were managing the defence force during the transition 
period,” says an integration report signed by Major- 
General D J Mortimer, of the SANDF's integration 
committee. 


“The (initial) priority was to get former MK and APLA 
members in uniform and trained, and to translate for- 
mer TVBC [Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei] 
personnel into the South African public service before 
the closure of the TBVC administrations.” 


A total of 11,500 former TBVC members have now 
been “operationally deployed and utilised in an in- 
tegrated fashion” in the SANDF, the report says. 
The demise of the former homeland governments of 
Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciskei — known 
as the TBVC states — took effect from April 27 1994, 


According to an SANDF communication bulletin, place- 
ment of staff had to be determined on the basis of 
“whether the individual complies with the requirements 
of the post or rank which he/she holds. 


“If the member does not comply, bridging/support 
training should be determined by a placement board to 
qualify himvher for the rank. The focus 1s on a process 
to validate personnel records’. The bulletin specifically 
states that the system has to be fair to all concerned and 
that the highest professional standards must be acquired 
and maintained. 


South Africa: Special Unit To Probe Increase in 
Theft of ‘Nuclear Sources’ 


MB1704091196 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
16 Apr 96 p3 


[Report by Derek Rodney] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} A specialised police unit is to 
be tasked with investigating the increase in the theft of 
nuclear sources in South Africa. 


International trafficking in nuclear sources — used 
primarily in medical, scientific, agricultural, commercial 
and industrial fields has increased alarmingly in recent 


This report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
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years and South African criminals quick to exploit 
trends on the global black market are now also resorting 
to the theft of local sources. 


Supt Stan Joubert, commander of the SAPS’s [South 
African Police Services] Explosives Unit which is 
responsible for removing illegal nuclear or radioactive 
sources but not with invesugating the cases, said this 
week the thefts appeared to be unrelated, with many of 
the sources being passed off as components for nuclear 
devices. 


Although police have found no evidence of the sources 
being wanted for nuclear devices, there is concern at 
exorbitant figures in excess of R2-million [rands} having 
been mentioned regarding the sales. 


“We have to date found no proof in our investigations 
that anyone has been able to use the materials for 
the construction of a nuclear device,” Joubert said, 
but added that the reported high asking prices was 
reason for concern. It appeared at this stage that 
criminals were stealing the sources purely for financial 
gain by nipping off unsuspecting buyers. According 
to police, numerous “dealers” have asked for prices 
varying between R20,000 and R2- million for nuclear 
sources. 


At present, investigations into the theft or trafficking 
in nuclear sources, said to be in excess of 50 dockets 
with the SAPS, has been fragmented, with members 
of several units at national, provincial and local levels 
tasked with finding the radioactive materials. 


Until now, investigations have been conducted by a 
variety of personnel, from police station and detective 
branch members to Internal Security Division members. 
“We are in the process of building up a database of 
nuclear-related cases from around the country and will 
soon be handing the bulk of those dockets over to a 
specialised unit,” Joubert said. 


The unit tipped to take over these dockets is the police's 
Endangered Species Protection Unit, which deals with 
all illegal environmental matters. 


South Africa: ANC, NP Clash Over ANC MP 
Resignations 

MB1704071496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0232 GMT 17 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg April 16 SAPA 
— The African National Congress and National Party 
[NP] clashed on Tuesday [17 April] over the resignation 
from Parliament of ANC MP Jan van Eck. 
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His is the latest in a string of resignauons by ANC 
MPs ahead of local government elecuon campaigns in 
KwaZulw/Natal and the Western Cape. 


The NP referred to a “process of rolling mass resigna- 
lions", saying to date 10 percent of ANC parliamentari- 
ans had resigned. “This avalanche may be indicative of 
a lack of solidarity within the party, spelling dissatis- 
faction with the ANC,” the NP said. 


It also accused some ANC MPs of using the “exposure 
created by being in Parliament as a stepping stone to 
more lucrative positions, leaving their constituencies, 
and the people, in the lurch’. 


The ANC said the NP’s “malicious” suggestions of 
en masse resignations were devoid of all truth. In a 
statement it said only six ANC MPs had resigned since 
1994. 


These include: Mzwai Piliso, who is now advisor 
to Eastern Cape Premier Raymond Mbhlaba; Moses 
Mayekiso, who has rejoined the SA National Civic 
Organisation; Saki Macozoma, who went to Transnet 
[public transportation company] but remained a member 
of the ANC national executive committee [NEC]; Casca 
Mokitlane, who joined the public service; Jan van Eck, 
who will become a political consultant; and the pending 
resignation of Cyril Ramaphosa, who will remain ANC 
secretary general and a member of the NEC 


"A simple calculation would have informed National 
Party propagandists that six people cannot constitute 
10 percent of 312 AN members of parliament. So- 
ciety expects these pro, .. andists, with their priviliged 
apartheid educational background, to at least have basic 
mathematical knowledge,” the ANC said. 


Van Eck announced on Monday he would quit parlia- 
ment on May 15, less then two weeks before the sched- 
uled May 29 elections in KwaZulu/Natal. His announce- 
ment came two days aiter ANC Secretary- General and 
Constitutional Assembly President Cyril Ramaphosa an- 
nounced he would resign as MP to head a black empow- 
erment business consoruum. 


South Africa: PAC Reportedly Asks Farrakhan for 
Financial Support 

MB1604160396 Johannesburg RAPPORT 

in Afrikaans 14 Apr 96 p7 


[Report by Ronnie Makhari] 


{FBIS Translated Text} A reliable source has informed 
RAPPORT that the highly controversial leader of the 
American extremist organization Nation of Islam could 
hecome the financial savior of the PAC [Pan-Africanist 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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Congress}. The movement is experiencing serious finan- 
cial problems. 


Louis Farrakhan, who causes a stir wherever he goes, 
has had a good relationship with PAC leaders for a long 
while, including Gauteng legislature member Khoisan 
X. Khoisan X, formerly Benny Alexander, makes no 
secret of his admiration for Farrakhan. 


The source revealed that negouations with Farrakhan on 
the possibility of financial support for the PAC is at an 
advanced stage. 


When the PAC was busy with its national conference in 
Bloemfontein over the Easter weekend it was revealed 
that the movement not only | _ financial problems, 
but it also was trying to trace the missing 3 million 
rand allocated to it by the Electoral Commission in the 
general election. 


In an interview with RAPPORT, Johnson Mlambo, 
former head of the PAC’s military wing, the APLA 
[Azanian People’s Liberation Army], said PAC would 
depend on its own members and other “Africanists” 
for financial support, but that it does not exclude 
the possibility of seeking support fro’. other sources, 
incl. ling Farrakhan. 


The recently established Africa Renaissance Civic 
Movement, reportedly aligned to the PAC, confirmed 
that it approached Farrakhan for financial support. 
Leader Jennifer Meyer, a former colleague of Khoisan 
X and self-confessed Muslim, said: "The PAC supports 
us and we are happy about this. We hope all political 
parties will do the same.” 


Mrs. Imam X, wife of Khoisan X, was appointed 
chairwoman of the PAC commission charged with fund 
raising and the investigation into the missing 3 million 
rand. Imam X is an American by birth and has ties to 
the Nation of Islam. 


The PAC inner circle believes that the possible strength- 
ening of ties between Farrakhan and the PAC could 
play a role in the leadership struggle within the PAC. 
It could strengthen Khoisan X's chances against other 
contenders like Patricia de Lille and PAC Deputy Chair- 
man Dr. Motsoko Pheko. 


South African Press Review for 16 Apr 
MB1604 144696 


(FBIS Report] 


THE STAR 


Ramaphosa’s Departure From Government — Cyril 
Ramaphosa's “surprise announcement” at the weekend 
that he has accepted a job as deputy executive chairman 
of New Africa Investments Limited “has been presented 
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by some as a step of no major poliucal consequence, 
motivated by no more than the ANC’s desire to show 
how seriously it takes black economic empowerment,” 
notes a page-18 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English on 16 April. However, “prominent ANC 
leaders, including Cabinet ministers and members of 
the organisation's national execuuive committee, did 
not know about Ramaphosa’s impending departure 
and were taken aback by the announcement in Cape 
Town on Saturday.” THE STAR suspects Ramaphosa 
"lost interests in politics’ when President Mandela 
“overlooked” him in naming Mbeki deputy president. 
THE STAR also says it is “not coincidental that 
Ramaphosa’s move comes after Mandela said there 
would not be another Cabinet reshuffle in the near 
future.” THE STAR believes Ramaphosa ‘certainly 
belongs in government, and in the Cabinet — somebody 
else could have been found for the private sector.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


KwaZulu/Natal Poll Delay Opposed — Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 16 April in a page-10 
editorial asks why the ANC has “waited until six weeks 
before polling day to demand a postponement’ to the 
KwaZulu/Natal elecuons. “Available evidence suggests 
that there has been wholesale rigging of the polls in 
certain areas,” and the “impression is that, having failed 
to do its homework, the ANC region is calling on 
big brother — central government — to bail it out.” 
BUSINESS DAY believes the “most sensible option” 
for KwaZulu/Natal would be “to hold the elections on 
the due date of May 29, while using the remaining 
weeks to ghten security and clean up the voters’ rolls.” 


SOWETAN 


Criticism of IFP’s Threatened Withdrawal From Gov- 
ernment — Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 16 
April in a page-10 editonal comments on Inkatha Free- 
dom Party, IFP, leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi's threat to 
withdraw from the government of national unity, GNU, 
saying it does “not believe, however, that withdrawing 
from the GNU will in any way solve the IFP’s problems 
with the ANC. On the contrary, it just might help to 
undermine the relative political stability achieved since 
1994. Were that to happen, even Chief Buthelezi’s own 
supporters would not be spared the consequences.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Ramaphosa’s Departure From Government — Consttu- 
tional Committee Chairman Cyril Ramaphosa’s chances 
of succeeding President Mandela “seemed to have 
dimmed in recent months, and he may have decided to 
gq: ' Parliament because of this,” according to the page-6 
euitorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 
15 April. The paper believes “the forces of efficiency 
and moderation in the ANC will be weakened by Mr 
Ramaphosa’s move into business. And that will be a 


great pity.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Namibia 
Namibia: Administration of Justice Said ‘Collapsed’ 


MB1504175096 Windhoek THE WINDHOEK 
ADVERTISER in English 10 Apr 96 p 1 


[Report by Lucia Mutikani] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) The administration of justice 
in this country has collapsed and some courts could 
be closed down and some services suspended in order 
to stretch the Justice ministry's meagre N$67 million 
[Namibian dollars} budget allocation until next year, 
Jusuce Minister Ngarikutuke Tjiriange said yesterday. 


"The Ministry has ail but collapsed. We have been 
telling the nation since independence that we cannot 
carry out proper administration of justice unless we 
are allocated adequate financial resources,” he told the 
National Assembly during the debate on his Ministry's 
1996/97 budget allocation. 


“It is my humble opinion, therefore, that the time has 
come for the government to classify the Ministry of 
Justice among priority Ministries in the allocation of 
financial resources in order to urgently address this sad 
state of affairs. It is really a sad day for me and for my 
officials to paint such a bleak picture, but I am afraid it 
is the reality.” 


Since independence, the Ministry has been labouring 
under inadequate budget allocations, a situation which 
Dr Tjiriange said forced it to operate on the basis of 
crisis management. During the 1990/91 financial year it 
was allocated 0.71 percent of the budget, 0.72 percent 
in the 1991/92, 0.6 percent in 1992/93, 0.86 percent in 
1993/94, 0.96 percent in 1994/95 and 1.2 percent in the 
past fiscal year. 


In the current financial year the Ministry was allocated 
N$67 million, about 1.3 percent of the national budget 
of over N$S billion. “It is with regret that I must inform 
Honourable Members of this house that the financial 
position of my Ministry has gone from bad to worse. 
The consequence of this ate of affairs is that some 
services will have to be suspended, including closing 
down some courts if necessary,” said Dr Tjiriange. 


A chaotic situation currently prevails at the country’s 
Lower Courts with an ever-increasing backlog of cases. 
This situation has also spread to ..e High Court where 
Minister Tjiriange said the civil role was overstretched 
to December 6 this year, and the criminal role up to 
October despite the fact that four courts are operating 
daily. 


“In the midst of this state of affairs, the crime rate is 
escalating at a fate never before experienced by this 
country since independence. It is clear that officials 
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assigned to perform the administration of justice are 
virtually disarmed due to lack of financial resources,” 
he said. 


"As a result, everybody is demoralised. Added to this 
sad state of affairs, there is a massive exodus at a rate 
never experienced before to the private sector due to 
poor terms and conditions of employment in the civil 
service.” The Ministr has since independence lost more 
than a third of its stuff to greener pastures. 


Dr Tjiriange said because of financial constraints, a 
number of projects aimed at improving the administra- 
tion of justice had been shelved. “The restructuring of 
the Lower Courts, the streamlining of the administra- 
tion of justice at the Community Courts level and the 
establishment of the Small Claims Court have beca put 
on hold for more than four years due to financial con- 
straints,” he said . 


Namibia: Mad Cow Scare Increases European 
Demand for Ostrich Meat 


MB1504210096 Windhoek THE WINDHOEK 
ADVERTISER in English 11 Apr 96 p II 


{Report by John Grobler] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The "Mad Cow Disease” 
controversy surrounding British beet and the red meat 
industry in general could provide additional impetus to 
an already buoyant demand for ostrich meat, squarely 
aimed at health-conscious European consumers. It could 
also provide an economic life-line to the drought-prone 
and economically depressed southern Namibia. 


Chairman of the Ostrich Breeders Association of 
Namibia (OBAN) Mr Stephan Terblanche yesterday 
said that demand for the low fat, low cholesterol meat 
was already exceeding available supply - even before 
the Mariental-based ostrich abattoir had officially 
started operations. 


The first birds are expected to be taken to the block 
this coming Monday, Mr Terblanche said, whereafter 
they expect to butcher 200 birds per day, although peak 
capacity could at optimum utilization see as many as 
250 birds slaughtered. 


Although the abattoir itself has already been given the 
green light by European Community health authorities, 
Mr Terblanche said they were still recruiting and 
training workers and skilled blockmen. “We will have 
to give ourselves some time to iron out all the bumps 
before we go for full EC certification of our meat 
— doing that as soon as we start slaughtering would 
potentially be courting trouble,” he cautioned. 


This report may contain copynghted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Depending on the availability of supply throughout the 
year, Mr Terblanche expressed the hope that they could 
slaughter anything between 30,000 and 60,000 birds per 
year in the foreseeable future. 


Commenting on the choice of this normaily sleepy 
village as the future industry hub, Mr Terblanche said 
the dry, healthy climate of this region, coupled with 
the acessibility of lucern feed from the nearby Hardap 
irrigation scheme made Mariental and its surroundings 
ideal for ostrich farming. 


Unlike with cattle or sheep, he said, ostriches could be 
bag-fed (viz raised in carefully controlled small camps 
on commercial feed). “Ostrich feed typically consists 
of mostly lucern mixed in with smaller portions of 
ground maize,” Mr Terblanche expla'ned. “With plenty 
of lucern available from the irrigation scheme, this 
makes Mariental the best place for this industry.” Due to 
the good price obtained for ostrich meat, coupled with 
current high demand, this made bag-fed ostrich farming 
financially viable, which is not the case with cattle or 
sheep farming, he said. 


Once used only for supplying leather for fashion- 
able luggage and feather dusters, the ostrich’s low fat 
meat could potentially provide a lifeline for especially 
drought-stricken farmers in the economically-depressed 
southern parts of Namibia as a more appropriate agri- 
cultural substitute for cattle and sheep farming in this 
drought-prone region. 


Mr Terblanche, who is also the Managing Director 
of the Mariental-based ostrich slaughtering operations, 
said although no birds had yet been slaughtered at 
the Mariental plant, Namibia was already exporting 
ostriches via the marketing channels of the Oudtshoorn- 
based Klein Karoo Kooperasie (KKK). 


Ironically, the Klein Karoo Kooperasie was much villi- 
fied by Namibian ostrich farmers not so many months 
ago for trying to impose their controls on the local 
industry in seeking a ban on the export of breeding 
pairs and fertilized eggs. While the KKK’s proponents 
maintained that they wanted to protect the local indus- 
try, local farmers — egged on by prices as high as 
US$45,000 per breeding pair — accused the KKK of 
trying to monopolize the lucrative industry. However, 
Mr Terblanche, who hails from Oudtshoorn ostrich- 
farming stock himself, only has praise for the spirit of 
cooperation between the two countries’ industries. 
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Zambia 


Zambia: Union Condemns Government’s Handling 
of Labor Disputes 


MB1604152896 Lusaka THE POST in English 
16 Apr 96 


[Report by By Masauso Lungu and Elias Kamanga: 
“Government Is Killing Workers, Says ZCTU"] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} 7 mbia Congress of Trade 
Unions (ZCTU) secretary general Alec Chirwa yester- 
day accused President Frederick Chiluba’s government 
of ‘killing’ workers. Commenting on the dismissal of 
the striking Tazara [Tanzania Zambia Railway Author- 
ity} workers, Chirwa said h. could not understand the 
betrayal of workers by a government that is led by for- 
mer trade unionists. "The Chiluba government is killing 
workers,” Chirwa charged in an interview in Kitwe yes- 
terday. "We did not expect this from a government led 
at the highest level by a trade unionist, we are really 
disappointed.” Chirwa added: "This government is the 
most irresponsible and disappointing to us as a labor 
movement.” He condemned the firing of the workers as 
irresponsible. “Chiluba, Zimba and other former trade 
unionists know that employers should not rush at killing 
jobs, this is the last thing one can resort to,” Chirwa 
carped. "Firing 2,000 workers is not the solution to the 
problem at Tazara.” 


Chirwa further accused labor and social security minis- 
ter Newstead Zimba and his deputy Golden Mandadi of 
inciting employers to fire their workers. “The role of the 
labor minister is that of mediator, and look at Zimba, 
they are always the first to jump to the occasion, urg- 
ing employers to fire workers,” Chirwa charged. “Zimba 
should know better how well his ministry can resolve 
these matters without causing industrial unrest. After all 
he is minister of labor and not employers.” 


The ZCTU secretary general yesterday led a team of 
ZCTU officials to Mpika for meeting with the Tazara 
management. And Civil Servants Union of Zambia 
national chairman Leonard Hikaumba has appealed to 
Tazara management to rescind its decision because it 
will not solve any problem, but multiply them, both for 
the company and workers. "We appeal to management 
and government to immediately reinstate the workers 
unconditionally and reinstall the recognition of their 
union,” Hikaumba said in an interview yesterday. He 
said workers usually do not want to strike, but because 
of management's adamancy. they are forced to do so. 
"All the strikes are illegal, there can never be a legal 
strike in Zambia under the current circumstances, with 
all the oppressive labor laws, but we have no option, 
but to strike,” Hikaumba said. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Zambia: Editorial Says President Betrays Union 
Members 


MB1604174596 Lusaka THE POST in English 
16 Apr 96 


(Editorial: “Opposing view: FTJ Betrays Unionists;" 
received via Internet] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] President Chiluba and his 
colleagues of the old ZCTU [Zambia Congress of Trade 
Unions] fame must be ashamed of themselves at the 
revelation of the hypocrites in them. These men have 
abandoned all they purported to believe in, throwing 
all their reputation as champions of workers’ rights to 
the wind. They can not deny that they are where they 
are not only because the worker voted for them but 
also because the worker gave them an opportunity to 
build a national image. In a country where everything 
was wasting awe, dictatorship growing, poverty rising 
with deteriorating living standards, the workers gave 
Chiluba and his colleagues a chance to look to the outer 
world as the only leaders with a heart and passion for 
humanity. Now it looks like they did and said what 
they did to continue earning a buck for their livelihood 
at the workers’ cost and not because they believed in 
what they were doing. [passage omitted] 


Zambia: Effects of Currency Devaluation Discussed 


MB1604172296 Lusaka THE POST in English 
16 Apr 96 


[Report by Chilombo Mwondela: “Continued Kwacha 
Drop To Soon Cause Closures,” received via Internet] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The continued depreciation of 
the kwacha [K] has adversely affected the operations of 
many companies, and if the trend 1s not quickly reversed 
closures may soon be inevitable for some businesses. 
This week, the kwacha opened at K1,270 to the U'S. 
dollar. The minimum rate for the kwacha to the British 
Pound was K1,915 while the rate for the South African 
Rand was K315. Last Saturday {13 April], the Rand 
had closed at K310 around the bureaux in Lusaka. The 
government is pointing to low copper sales as the main 
cause of inflation, but busmessmen are calling on the 
government to change their attitude to donors so that 
Zama can receive the rest of this year’s donor aid. 


“Right now, we are working hard on ZCCM [Zambia 
Consolidated Copper Mines] plans so as to make it prof- 
itable. Mining and agriculture can be turned into major 
foreign exchange earners, said Finance Minister Ronald 
Penza in an interview over the weekend, refusing to ex- 
plain why the exchange rate is continually tumbling. 
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“Whatever the government might say, we are not blind. 
We know that when there is no balance of payments 
Support our currency tumbles because our production 
base is negligible,” said Vincent Mulenga of Lusaka’s 
Lulu’s Enterprises. And financial analyst Meebelo Mu- 
tukwa also charged that balance of payments support 
makes up the bulk of the country’s income in terms of 
fore? gn exchange, and that currently donors are with- 
holding aid. “There are only three avenues of foreign 
exchange and those are ZCCM exports, private capital 
inflows which are minuscule because industries such as 
tourism are virtually non-existent, and the balance of 
payments support from donors,” he said. Mutukwa ex- 
plained that with ZCCM operating below capacity, the 
effect of the ?wacha’s continual devaluation is devas- 
tating especially on businesses and the consumer. Ac- 
cording to Mutukwa, businesses will be failing to re- 
cover costs because of the accelerating inflation while 
the consumer will be weighted down with higher prices. 


And the ruling MMD’s [Movement for Multiparty 
Democracy] financial and economic chairman, Enoch 
Kavindele, who is usually very forthcoming in explain- 
ing the country’s economic matters, was unwilling to 
give his view on the continued depreciation of the 
kwacha. "I am only the financial chairman for the party. 
Why don’t you ask the Bank of Zambia? They are the 
people qualified to talk about that,” he said. But Bank of 
Zambia public relations manager, Kabinga Pande, said 
the exchange rate was responding to market conditions 
and says he expected it to improve soon. 


Opposition UNIP [United National Independence Party] 
finance chairman, Rabson Choongo, appealed to the 
government to reconsider their hostile attitude to donor 
countries because the exchange rate needed to be 
stabilized soon to protect people's living standards. 
“This government must tell us what they are thinking 
of doing to arrest inflation because 1t has got to a point 
where it is paralyzing the operations of businesses in 
the country,” he said. 


The Zambia Association of Manufacturers chairman, 
Tony Simmonds, reported that members of his organi- 
zation have been severely affected by the current eco- 
nomic climate. “Without a doubt, we are experiencing 
difficulties when it comes to exports because by the time 
the goods are completed, the cost would have tripled 
and the consumers also get to a point where they can- 
not spend any more,” he said. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Cote d’ Ivoire 


Cote d’Ivoire: Border Town ‘Calm’ Despite Influx 
of Liberian Refugees 


AB1504164096 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
1245 GMT 15 Apr 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} After the funeral ceremony 
of Colonel Oulai [the late mayor of Blolequin], our 
correspondent, Rene Kokou, visited Danane to see what 
the situation is like on the Cote d’Ivoire-Liberna border. 
According to prefect Marcel Kone Dibonan, despite 
renewed fighting in Monrovia, Danane is calm. 


{Begin Dibonan recording] There is no change in the sit- 
uation here in Danane following the resumption of fight- 
ing in Monrovia. The only exception is that refugees 
have begun coming here because some people fear that 
the war might spread to the entire Liberian territory. For 
th:s reason, they prefer to come here with their personal 
eftects from Gbarnga. This is the situation at our border 
following the renewed fighting in Monrovia and which 
from time to time has some repercussions on Toulepleu 
and other regions like Tabou. [end recording] 


Cote d’Ivoire: Paper Urges Liberia Not To ‘Share 
Its Cruel Destiny’ 


AB1604110796 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 15 Apr 96 p 20 


[Commentary by Alfred Dan Moussa: “To Each His 
Destiny” ] 


[FBIS Translated Except] [passage omitted] The first 
surprise this week brought us straight into Liberia 
and directly onto the Ivorian-Liberian border to the 
observation that one can almost never get away from 
war. At least this is what Liberia seems to say with 
the resuinption since last week of hostilities on its soil. 
Liberia seems to say the truce has lasted too long; we 
must set out to play and to wage war — war which 
inevitably leaves indelible marks and breeds a sense 
of vengeance and settling of scores. Because one can 
almost never get out of war in this way, one might as 
well not cagaze in it. Of course, for Liberia and many 
other countries, it is too late. 


The more this observation is made, the more Cote 
d'Ivoire, which shares a common border with Liberia, 
is justified im getting worried: Because of this war, 
Cote d'Ivoire has received on its soil thousands of 
Liberians with refugee status by day and native status 
by night. Cote d'Ivoire has become worned because 
these " .berians reputed to be facing starvation because 
of the war do not hesitate to behave like bandits and 
killers. Ivorians from north to south, from east to west 
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in activity on the Ivorian-Liberian border can testify to 
this. They are still mourning their dead, officially put at 
10 instead of 32. What about the unofficial data given 
in June 1995? 


To the banditry, to which Ivorians could still have 
been subjected if the military had not been vigilant, 
must be added the problems of overcrowding. Think of 
cholera, which has carried away victims and could cause 
epidemics if no precaution is taken, with the expected 
arrival of many other Liberians at the border, precisely 
on Ivorian soil. 


The question, therefore, is: In addition to Cote d'Ivoire’s 
financial and intellectual efforts, should it sull continue 
to make human sacrifices? It is certainly ume to think 
about Foreign Minister Amara Essy’s ultimatum, and 
especially implement it, because the conditions are 
sufficiently met.... Cote d'Ivoire has become a transit 
area for Taylor and other iaction leaders. All of them 
pass through here to fly to wherever they want to go. At 
least, perhaps in view of events, it should be possible 
for President Henri Konan Bedie to review his position 
on ail t! > movements of these persons... Ip accordance 
with deve,opments in the situation, we shall see what 
decisions to make at our borders. Everybody 1s bitter... 
[elipses as publ.shed] 


We must act, must decide to act because it is ume 
to do so. Cote d'Ivoire, which deliberately chose to 
practice peace and live in peace, should not be made 
to experience war and live in war by the dictates of 
another country, Liberia, which wants to share its cruel 
destiny with Ivorians, vho have their own destiny to 
manage peacefully and ‘\uietly. 


Ghana 


Ghana: ECOWAS Delegation Returns From 
Monrovia 


AB1404192196 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 GMT 14 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The special delegation dis- 
patched by the ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States} chairman, President Rawlings, to 
Liberia to help resolve the crisis in that country 1s back 
home. It was led by a member of the Council of State, 
Captain Kojo Tsikata. The other members are the deputy 
minister of foreign affairs, Dr. Mohamed Ibn Chambas; 
the chief of staff at the Armed Forces Headquarters, 
Brigadier Francis Agyemfra; and Dr. William Banfo, 
of the OAU desk at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
After intensive negotiations, the delegation was able to 
convince the warring factions to agree to resolve their 
grievances through negotiations. 


This report may contain copyrighted maternal. Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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In the absence of the delegation, the United Nations 
and ambassadors of some West African states, no- 
tably Guinea, Nigeria, and Sierra Leone have under- 
taken to continue with the negotiations and the re- 
lease of hostages. The warring factions are reported to 
have agreed to another cease-fire after one week of re- 
newed fighting in the capital, Monrovia. According to 
the terms of the cease-fire, troops of the Liberian Tran- 
sition Council of State, a combined force of the major- 
ity of parties to the conflict, are to stop their siege of 
the Barclay Training Center. The Krahn militia of the 
ULIMO-J [United Liberation Movement for Democracy 
in Liberia-Johnson faction] are said to be holding about 
500 people hostage at this military post. With the cease- 
fire established, units of ECOMOG [Economic Com- 
munity of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] have now been deployed in parts of the cap- 
ital. Reports say ECOMOG trocos have taken up po- 
sitions at the diplomatic quarters and military barracks 
where about 100,000 civilians have taken refuge. [pas- 
Sage omitted] 


Ghana: Foreign Affairs Minister Discusses Liberian 
Situation 


AB1504092796 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 15 Apr 96 


[From the “Network Africa” program hosted by Max 
Bankole Jarrett] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Jarrett] Ghana's deputy for- 
eign minister, Mohamed ibn Chambas, is a member of 
the ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] delegation that is actively trying to mediate in 
the current crisis in Monrovia. It was afler a meeting 
of Charles Taylor and Alhaji Koromah on Friday that 
the two leaders agreed to stop the bombardment of the 
BTC [Barclay Training Center} and allow the ECO- 
MOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] peace- 
keeping force to deploy in the area. But have he and his 
team been able to make a direct contact with Roosevelt 
Johnson's side? That is the question I put to Dr. ibn 
Chambas last night. 


[Begin recording} (Chambas] Yes. We had several tele- 
phone conversations with them. They were apprehensive 
about leaving the Barclay Training Center. One can un- 
derstand that. But we iried to assure them about their 
safety and their security. I can say that we were not able 
to convince them as of Sunday [14 April] that it would 
be safe for them to leave the center but I think that we 
are finally getting them to a point where they want to do 
those kinds of things which will lead to the resolution 
of the situation about the training center. 
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[Jarrett] What kind of concrete assurance had you given 
Roosevelt Johnson? 


{Chambas} I assured him that at this point, the restora- 
lion of peace and security to Monrovia is a paramount 
ybjective on which we are working. We do not wish 
to get into the old issues of the conflict between Mr. 
Johnson and the government at this point. At this point 
we just want to get a return (to normalcy in Monrovia, 
the release of the hostages who are being held at the 
Barclay Training Center, and then, we can review the 
Johnson issue and try to assure that he is treated fairly 


[Jarrett] Well, Dr. Chambas, you said earlier that the 
forces encircling the BTC had agreed to withdraw from 
that area. Where are they going to withdraw to? 


{Chambas] Well, let’s face it; most of these elements 
came from outside the city of Monrovia. They were in 
the countryside and it is [our] understanding that they 
will all be withdrawn and will have to go back to where 
they came from, which is outside of Monrovia. Now, 
what we are talking about is, I think we also should 
make it clear here that there are elements... [pauses] 
we think that there have been elements, armed elements 
who have also come out of the Barclay Training Center 
and have engaged in raids and lootings, and general 
confusion in Monrovia. And these elements also have 
to be restrained by their leadership. [end recording | 


Liberia 


Liberia: Nigeria Threatens ECOMOG Withdrawal 
as Situation Worsens 


AB1604130196 Paris AFP in English 
1229 GMT 16 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, April 16 (AFP) 
— The humanitarian situation is worsening steadily 
in Monrovia as the standoff between rival Liberian 
factions continues at a military barracks and food and 
water supplies dwindle, diplomats said here Tuesday [16 
April]. 


At the same time Nigeria, complaining of a lack of 
international support for the regional peacekeeping force 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], is threatening to 
pull its men out of the force. 


Nigerian Foreign Minister Tom Ikimi warned that if the 
United States refused to “give serious (legistical) sup- 
port to ECOMOG,” the alternative would se “ECOMOG 
withdraws from Liberia and Liberia ‘ill be eliminated 
from the surface of the Earth.” 


ECOMOG includes 8,500 troops from Nigeria and 
1,000 each Ghana and Guinea. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-075 
17 April 1996 


Meanwhile Krahn fighters remained holed up inside the 
military barracks known as the Barclay Training Center 
(RTC) on Tuesday with tens of thousands of people 
including some 600 hostages, surrounded by forces of 
warlords Charles Taylor and Alhaji Koromah. 


The humanitarian situation is worst at the BTC, where 
supplies of food and water are dangerously low and 
cholera has broken out. 


After 11 days of factional fighting and looting the 
situation at the BTC “is particularly serious, but it is 
also bad in the rest of the city where water supplies, 
already very low, may end on Tuesday,” a diplomat 
said. 


In Geneva, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said it was trying to get food to thousands of 
people despite the continuing violence. 


“There still seems to be spasms of extreme violence 
in Monrovia with drunken rampages of military groups 
and armed gangs. The security situation is very tense,” 
said UNHCR’s Ruth Marshall. 


Heavy arms and automatic weapons fire could be heard 
Tuesday morning after a quiet night. 


An attempt to transport food, water and other supplies 
failed Monday, but the UNHCR said a second bid would 
be made later Tuesday. 


The United Nations has maintained 40 staff in Liberia, 
out of the 233 before evacuations began last week, 
including military and civilian observers. 


A total of 1,795 people have been evacuated from Mon- 
rovia by the United States, including 306 Americans, the 
State Department said Monday. 


Despite negotiations led by ambassadors of the regional 
grouping ECOWAS, the Taylor and Koromah militias 
remain deployed around the military barracks where 
Krahn fighters were holding hundreds of hostages, 
including dozens of Lebanese nationals and about 20 
ECOMOG soldiers. 


“General” Roosevelt Johnson, whose foiled arrest for 
murder on April 6 set off the renewed fighting, is 
thought to be still inside the camp. According to 
unconfirmed rumors tension is high in the camp, with 
signs of dissension within the Krahn group. 


Some leaders within the faction, which represents less 
than 10 percent of the Liberian population but enjoyed 
uncontested power during the 10 years of Samuel Doe's 
rule in 1980-1990, reportedly want to surrender to 
ECOMOG. 
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According [to] unconfirmed report, Johnson —- Taylor's 
current arch-foe — has executed three of his own 
“generals.” 


Liberia: Taylor, Kromah Forces Attack Barclay 
Training Center 


AB 1604154196 Paris AFP in English 
1507 GMT 16 Apr 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Monrovia, April 16 (AFP) 
— Rival forces unleashed confused attacks Tuesday 
[16 April) on an army barracks packed with several 
thousand rebel Krahn fighters holding hundreds of 
hostages and thousands of refugees. 


An AFP photographer saw at least 15 corpses strewn 
around the area of the Barclay Training Center (BTC), 
surrounded by the forces of Charles Taylor and Alhaji 
Kromah. 


The photographer followed an advancing group of some 
15 of Taylor's men, led by an cight-year-old boy 
brandishing a Kalashnikov automatic. 


The witness said troops repeatedly surged forward, 
fired a few shots with automatics and rocket-propelled 
grenades, then retired chaotically in search of more 
ammunition. 


He said the attackers ran into apparently accurate and 
well-organised fire from the Krahn militia under siege 
in this former barracks of the Liberian regular army, 
which consisted largely of Krahns. 


The photographer, who got to within 50 metres (yards) 
of the camp, said loopholes could be seen in the walls 
through which Krahn “general” Roosevelt Johnson's 
rebels could return fire. Observers said the fighting could 
continue for some time, noting the Krahn's entrenched 
position. 


The photographer said he could see no units of the 
African peacekeeping force ECOMOG anywhere near 
the fighting. 


A truck with an anti-aircraft battery mounted on it 
briefly took part in the offensive, firing at the camp's 
Outer perimeter. 


According to the Ghanaian deputy foreign minister, 
Mohammed Chambas, the BTC is holding somewhere 
between 20,000 and 50,000 people. 


In addition to the Krahn rebels backing Johnson, wanted 
by the Liberian authorities on murder charges, there are 
also Krahn family members, Krahn civilian refugees and 
some 600 hostages, including Lebanese and ECOMOG 
soldiers. 


is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 
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A U.S. diplomat said he believed the Krahn might be 
planning to use the hostages as human shields. 


Liberia: Nigeria To ‘Seriously’ Consider Giving 
Sanctuary To Johnson 

AB1604180796 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 16 Apr 96 


[From the “African News") 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] As sporadic fighting contin- 
ues in the Liberian capital, Monrovia, Nigeria has said 
it would be prepared to consider providing sanctuary to 
Roosevelt Johnson, the faction leader whose attempted 
arrest sparked the fighting 10 days ago. In an interview 
with the BBC, Nigeria's foreign minister, Tom Ikimi, 
said the peace in Liberia was a priority and if it be- 
came necessary to offer Roosevelt Johnson sanctuary to 
achieve it, it would be seriously considered. [passage 
omitted] 


Liberia: Armed Forces Colonel Interviewed From 
Inside BTC 


AB1604194996 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 16 Apr 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Today's assault on the Barclay 
Training Center [BTC] is believed to be the heaviest 
since the siege started, and within the last hour, we 
got through to Colonel Thomas Doeway of the Armed 
Forces of Liberia who is sheltering inside BTC. On 
the line, Tom Porteous asked him what conditions were 
like? 


[Begin recording} [Doeway] The confusion, fear; people 
are dying, and, | mean, we just don't know what to do. 
We have been appealing to the international community 
from day one up until now; nobody has come to our aid. 


[Porteous] Is there any sign of ECOMOG [Economic 
Community of West African States Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group] taking up position between you and your 
attackers? 


[Doeway] Not to my knowledge. The surprising thing 
that we saw a while ago is that, you know, a [word 
indistinct} came and bombarded one side of (?fence) 
and that particular side is broken down. But there is no 
ECOMOG deployment around our area. 


[Porteous] But we have been getting reports that you 
have been using ECOMOG soldiers who you have taken 
hostage as human shields to discourage attacks on the 
Barclay Training Center. Is there any truth in that? 


([Doeway]} There is no truth in that, Tom. In fact, it is 
because of ECOMOG presence in BTC that the civilians 
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that we have here came over at their own voliuon. There 
is no way that we have, you know, used anybody or have 
ECOMOG here as a human shield. 


{Porteous} How much of the fighung can you actually 
see from where you are? 


[Doeway] My dear, (words indistinct), all that is hap- 
pening here with us is heavy shelling, people running 
here and there; luckily, sometimes we are jumping un- 
der table, roofing, and all of that. 


[Porteous] Are you in a position to hold out against this 
attack? 


[Doeway] Hold out from where? | mean, we will just 
stay here to continue to appeal, just as you have come 
out, you know, to help us, talk to the world; you have 
said in your own word, that because of this one Johnson 
man who, of course, is not in BTC, all of us cannot die, 
and 100 plus civilians that are here must not die. 


[Porteous] So, how many people have been killed in 
today’s fighting? 


[Doeway]} Roughly from the church house, this morning 
around 11 o'clock, there were (713) persons. One (?row) 
hit at the clinic, where we have victims already and 
killing another seven persons, one hit a group officer 
quarter, and killing four persons, and so I think it is 
about 24 that we have up until my speaking to you 
now. 


{Porteous} And what is the situation around you at the 
moment? 


[Doeway] At the moment, shelling is sull going on. 
{Porteous} Can you describe what you can see? 


[Doeway] Within the (fence), | mean, it is just desper- 
ate, very, very, very desperate. People are running here 
and there. They do not know where to go. [end record- 


ing] 


Liberia: Situation Inside Barclay Training Center 
Updated 

AB1704093596 London BBC World Service 

in English 0630 GMT 17 Apr 96 


[From the “Network Africa’ program hosted by Max 
Bankole Jarrett) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Let's go first to Monrovia, 
Liberia, where yesterday saw renewed attacks on the 
besieged military barracks in the city housing supporters 
of Roosevelt Johnson, although fighting had subsided 
by afternoon. So what is happening this morning? A 
few minutes ago, | spoke to our reporter in Monrovia, 
Nyenati Allison: 
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(Begin recording) (Allison) It is quiet here now. It has 
been quiet since the afternoon after the resumption of 
fighting around the barracks but the people at the bar- 
racks managed to push back their NPFL [National Pa- 
triotic Front of Liberia) and ULIMO [United Liberation 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia} attackers. 


(Jarrett) What can you tell us about the situation in the 
barracks right now? 


[Allison] The situation in the barracks is desperate, 
we are told, and people who sneaked out during the 
afternoon fighting said there was no food and cholera 
had begun killing people. Ten people are dying each 
day. There is no drinking water and during the shelling 
of the barracks this afternoon [as heard}, houses started 
burning, houses are set ablaze. 


{Jarrett} Do you know of any steps being made to try 
and reach a political settlement to this whole thing? 


[Allison] Yes, the ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States} delegation that arrived here about 
four days ago is still in town and they have not met 
Roosevelt Johnson. They have not left because they 
want with Johnson or his spokesman and I am told also 
that Charles Taylor's visit to the U.S. Embassy was to 
encourage Americans to help find a political settlement 
to this thing. [sentence as heard] 


(Jarrett) The reason I asked that question is because we 
have heard that a cease-fire has been agreed by Mr. 
Taylor and Mr. Koromah on Friday [12 April} but yet 
yesterday they started attacking the barracks again. So, 
I mean, is that not a contradiction? 


{Allison} Yes, that shows it is a contradiction. In fact, 
that cease-fire was the second one since the fighting 
started. The first one was violated and the second one 
has been violated. So, to say people have agreed to 
stop fighting and the fighting resumed, there again is a 
violation. 


[Jarrett] Are people in Monrovia likely to come out of 
their houses today? 


{Allison} Yes, yesterday they did and I am sure they 
will come out of their houses, but I do not know how 
long it will last because the fighting flares up any 
time the fighters fee! like (?engaging) one another. [end 
recording] 


WEST AFRICA 13 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: Iran Praises Government for Resisting 
‘Western Influences’ 


AB 1304164496 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 13 Apr 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Nigeria has been commended 
for her ability to resist Western influences and live as 
a united and peaceful nation. The head of the Iranian 
culture and Islamic religion, (Mr. Mohammad ‘Ali 
Teskingi), made the commendation when he received 
the minister of information, Dr. Walter Ofonagoro, 
yesterday in Tehran. (Mr. Teskingi) noted that in 
spite of their cultural and ethnic differences, Nigerians 
have remained united. He commended the Federal 
Government for its democratization process and urged 
Nigerians to support the administration. 


Responding, Dr. Ofonagoro restated the determination 
of the present administration to return the country to 
civil rule in 1998. He also called on developing nations 
to effectively develop their science and technology 
sectors to reduce their dependence on the Western 
world. The minister expressed regret that the developing 
countries had not taken concrete steps to harness their 
human and material resources for the realization of a 
sound scientific and technological goal. 


Nigeria: Information Minister Meets Head of 
Iranian News Agency 


AB 1404183296 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 14 Apr 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria has called on the 
nonaligned nations to intensify their efforts toward 
improving Africa's technological development in the 
information sector. The minister of information, Dr. 
Walter Ofonagoro, made the call in Tehran while 
exchanging views with the president of the news agency 
of Iran [IRNA}, Mr. (Faradan Beljijah). 


Dr. Ofonagoro said a growth in Africa's information 
technology would enhance information flow in the 
continent and project it's development efforts. He said 
that although the nonaligned nations had all the material 
and human resources to counter the deliberate campaign 
of misinformation about Africa, they had done little to 
improve the continent's information sector. 


Responding, Mr. (Beljijah) said Iran would continue to 
support the Federal Government's efforts at building a 
virile nation. He praised Nigeria's consistent desire to 
exchange cultural agreements with other nations. 
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Nigeria: Country Prepared To Share Journalism 
Experience With Iran 

AB1604093396 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 

in English 0600 GMT 16 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The director general of Voice 
of Nigeria, Malam Yaya Abubakar, has advised the 
Iranian Broadcasting Service to take advantage of the 
cultural and educational agreement between Nigeria and 
Iran to benefit from Nigeria’s wealth of experience 
in journalism. He gave the advice in Tehran during 
discussions with the acting president of the organization, 
Mr. (Mahti Jebashien). 


Malam Abubakar said Nigeria with 31 television sta- 
tions and 40 radio organizations was prepared to share 
her experience with Iran. He stated that both countries 
could strengthen their cooperation through exchange of 
films, personnel, and programs. The acting president 
gave the assurance that Iran will do everything possible 
to ensure the implementation of the issues raised. He 
suggested another meeting between the relevant agen- 
cies of both countries to discuss further on the issue. 
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Nigeria: Army Confirms 13 Apr Explosion at Lagos 
Barracks; No Deaths 

AB1504193996 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 15 Apr 96 


[From the "African News") 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The Army in Nigeria has 
confirmed that there has been an explosion at the 
military base in the main commercial city, Lagos. A 
military spokesman said the explosion occurred on 
Saturday [13 April) in a market place within the Army 
barracks. He said a number of people were injured but 
no one was killed. 


Earlier, local newspaper reports said at least two people 
had died. The Army says it is setting up an inquiry to 
investigate the cause of the blast. In January there was a 
series of explosions in northern Nigerian cities in which 


one person died. 
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